
Catholic Ministry Appeal – January 15th 2023 

‘Behold the Lamb of God’: once you know who Jesus really is, you soon realize that one’s 

relationship with him will affect every aspect of your life, your choices and decisions, how you 

form your relationships, outlook on life, the world etc. You now see life, and all around you, 

through the eyes of Christ, giving you twenty-twenty vision and insight. The purpose of one’s 

life, mission and destiny is made crystal clear, and one accepts the challenge and joy of being a 

disciple in today’s world. John the Baptist knew his place, he knew what was expected of him 

and he fulfilled his mission. 

It is important for us all to know what is expected of us, what we can do and achieve in Christ’s 

name despite the obstacles and challenges thrown at us on our own journey of faith. 

Our mission embraces the local Church, our parish family, our Diocesan Church, and our 

responsibilities within the worldwide Church. As Catholic Christians we have a local and global 

mission vision, and recognize that our mission extends beyond our own front doors.  

Over the next few weeks, we will focus on our Diocesan Church family through the CATHOLIC 

MINISTRY APPEAL. This appeal replaces what was known as APA (Annual Pastoral Appeal) with 

the main difference being that this appeal only focuses on ministry, with none of the funds, 

absolutely not one dollar, being used for the administration of the Diocese. The Church exists to 

minister to the world in Christ’s name, to be a vehicle for justice and an instrument of lasting 

change. To bind up hearts which are broken, and respond to the cries of the poor. To educate 

the young, wrap the frail in love and compassion, shelter the homeless and feed the hungry. In 

other words, to do everything expected of those who claim to be disciples. 

Today I am inviting every one of you to join me in this great adventure of faith. Our parish goal 

is $100,000 and I have no doubt that we can not only make our goal but exceed it over the next 

few weeks. Hopefully, within the next week, you will receive materials in the mail which will 

include a commitment envelope and brochure outlining the various ministries benefiting from 

this Appeal. Easiest way to give (as with the weekly offertory) is through online giving, go to our 

parish website to the GIVING Tab. 

One of the main beneficiaries is Catholic Charities who minister on our behalf to the poorest 

and most vulnerable in our society. When Christ spoke about Judgment Day, he made it clear 

that we will be judged on how we respond to the genuine and immediate needs of the least of 

our sisters and brothers. Here in Pasco County, Catholic Charities run a Family Center – offering 

shelter, clothing, food and counselling to nine families at any given time. There is also a 

Women’s Shelter with eighteen beds for homeless mothers and their children. During the 

course of this year, this shelter will be converted into ‘Affordable Housing’ for single mothers 

and their children. Being pro-life means taking care of each other from womb to tomb. They 

also provide Pregnancy Centers, Adoption Services, Perinatal Comfort Care, Post Abortion 

Counselling.  



We are blessed to have Pinellas Hope and Tampa Hope providing not only shelter for the 

homeless, but also opening the door to employment and permanent housing opportunities. 

We don’t just provide a band aid, we change lives. And our gifts to the Catholic Ministry Appeal 

have the potential to change thousands of lives across five counties. 

Besides Catholic Charities, many other ministries benefit from this Appeal: Youth and Young 

Adults, Faith Formation, Respite Care, Elder Programs, Prison Ministry, Seminary Formation, 

care for our retired priests and religious, the list goes on. 

Every dollar makes a difference. Every dollar changes a life. Every dollar continues Christ’s 

mission and ministry. Discuss at home what you believe to be the essential mission of Christ’s 

Church in today’s world. Reflect on your role in this mission. Pray, reflect, and make an offering. 

As we prayed in the psalm: “Here am I Lord; I come to do your will.” Every gift we make is in 

response to God’s sacrificial love for each of us.  

 

  


